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HOST-RELATIONSHIP OF GENUS Anastatus MOTSCHULSKY (EUPELMIDAE)
AND 1TS INDIAN SPECIES

Species of the genus Anastatus Motschulsky (Eupelmidae) have frequently
been observed in Ranchi and three species have so far been recorded from this.
area. A. colemani Crawford was first recorded from the eggs of Tessaratoma
javanica Thunberg (Hemiptera : Pentatomidae) in 1938-39 (Annual Report, Indian
Lac Research Institute, 1938-39), in 1951 and 1952 (Mehra and Kapur, 1955) and
again' in 1955 together with two other species viz., A. amarus Subba Rao and
A. dentatus Narayanan, Rao and Rao (Mehra, 1965) during the studies on 7.
Javanica (Mehra and Purakayastha, 1958).

Genus Anastatus is very widely distributed and includes over eighty species.
which have been recorded from all the zoogeographical regions of the world. It
is also important since it represents a large number of wasps parasitic mostly
on the eggs of various plant pests belonging to the following economically
important families :

Order Family

Lepidoptera ' Nymphalidae, Lymantriidae, Lasciocampidae,.
Saturniidae, Papilionidae, Notodontidae,
Sphingidae, Hesperiidae and Brassiolidae.

Orthoptera 7 Blattidae, Mantidae, Acridiidae and Tetti-
goniidae.

Hemiptera Pentatomidae and Coreidae.

Coleoptera Chrysomelidae and Curculionidae.

Two of the species have also been recorded as pupal parasites, namely,

" Anastatus sp. on the Oriental fruit moth, Grapholitha molesta Busck. (Lepidoptera :
Olethreutidae) (Nettles, 1934) and A. viridiceps Waterston on Glossina morsitans
(Diptera : Muscidae) (Waterston, 1915-16). Dodd (1918) has reported a single
instance of the genus being parasitic on a neuropteron, namely, A. aristotelea
Gir. on the eggs of Torbia viridissima in Australia. The genus has also been
recorded as a hyperparasite, namely, A. bifasciatus Fonscolombe on Ooencyrtus
pityocampae Mercet (Hymenoptera : Encyrtidae) an egg-parasite of Cyprus.
processionary caterpillar (Thaumetopoea wilkinsoni Tams) in Cyprus (Wilkinson,
1926-27) and A. pearsalli Ashm. on Apanteles melanoscelus Ratzeburg (Hymeno-
ptera : Braconidae) in the United States of ‘America (Muesebeck and Dohanian,
1927). A. pipunculi Perkins has been recorded as being parasitic in the sacs of

the dipteran Pipunculus cinerascens and also in those of Paradryinus sp. (Hymeno-












