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-/ SUMMARY

The authors record Boswcllia serrala from lrYest Bengal, lliecum arlicutalum from Bihar
and West Bengal and, Comphrena globosa, an ornlmental plant of all-lndia status, as new lac
borts, and Schleichcru oleosa, kusum, ac a new host of V. articulatum.

lntroduction

Several authors have puhlished lists of host-plants of the lac insect, Kcrria lacca (Kerr)
(Syn. Laccilrr !acca Kerr), lrom time to time. Nlore recent of these are by Roonwal et al (19cB)
and supplementarv lisrs by Varshney and Teotia
unrecorded host-species from West Bengal (Das
(lttehra and Cokulpure, 1967). The tlrree new
Rangeeni strain, recordcd in this paper are a furt
Of these, Viscum orticulatum Burm. may be credit
Bihar and West Bengal and Bosweltia serrata
namely Gomphrena globosa, an ornamrntal plant of All-tndia status, got clsually inoculated in
potted condition at Jhalda, West Bengal.

l. Bosuellia serrala Roxb. (solai, solga) (Burseraceae). The Indian Olibanum tree.

Of rhe ten species of trees and shrubs of this genus distributed in the tropical parts of Asia
and Afiica, B. seriata is the only species found in India.

In order to support barbed-wire fencing with a view to avoidinq recurring expe.nditure on
the generally used dead poles, vvhich are prone to termite attack and weathering, this species

rvas"raised liom large cuitings. The species did come up to our expectations except in the
beginning when the poles, w'hich did not strike root had to be replaced now and then, but once
settled they fared u'ell.

In August l95B a number of sparse cells of Aghani l95B-59 crop- were observed on this
host as " r.irlt of casual inoculation tryirh Kusmi broodlac from a neiqhbrurinq Kusum tlee. The
insects reached maturity in fanuary 1959 btr died before nrale emer-
gence. DuringJuly 1959 a6out eight plants lot Aghani_ 1959-60 crop
i'uith Kusmi broi-'"dtac. Male emergin.i *'a. er 1959. B weeks alier

rop maturity and larval

formed crorvn can sustain a good Jelhwi crop sin
duringJanuary to May orJune' which coverc the whole of sumurer.
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l97o] New Rrcono or Host.Pr.nNTs oF trrE' I.:A,c INsrct, Kcrria loccc (Kenn) 409

AcomparisonoftheAghanicJoPonthishostandkusumindicatesthatmaleemergenceinl
both cases occur at .n"'^.i'-.tii-" in 'S.p,".il., Uoito.".t .-"tg";;; o"-ttril host was telaVed 3
iv'Ju""?-. i"tt"ight' . ^t-- e ..etata nr^r 
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FunhertrialsweregivgluptoPfe.JentilleffectsontheyoungB..scrrataplantsbysap.
drainage by the lu" ir,.i"L ind bv cutting .ii;;;.;.i;! br"nchcs 6r tnJ unformcd crown'

2.GomphrcnaglobosdLinn.(Goot.mukut|(Amaranthaceae).TheBachelor'sButtonFlower.
A potted 
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lac stitk'kept b 
"t"f ""a 

thc larvae e'erged in
female insects s

the third week

3. Viscum articulatum s to Z. monoicum Rox!. T-d f. oricntalo

According to H of the host trec prefixcd". Since herc

Willd. and to sotne L lled kusum'banda.
it has been recorded olantation of the

i'broodlac used for v--
Ithv cells of this croP
,rae e,rterged in the first

Plantatron'
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