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primarily to evolve a strain producing
colourless lac to meet this long-felt need of
the lac-consuming industries.

A few insects of both sexes produced
white lac in a large F, generation derived
from a cross of 2 quite distinct races of
the lac insect, Kerria lacca (Kerr),
originating from widely separated regions,
viz. Madurai (Tamil Nadu) and Ludhiana
(Punjab). This is the first record of a
lac insect producing white lac, and it has
so far appeared normal in other respects.
The discovery is of great applied signi-
ficance and may serve as a major break-

A NEW LAC INSECT FRODUCING WHITE LAC

through for the lac industry.

Work is now in progress to study the
breeding behaviour and the economic
and biological performance of this variant
in an attempt to evolve a strain of lac
insect producing the much-needed white
lac. -
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